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Carroll County Chapter 
Meets the first Wednesday of 

the Month at 7:30pm 
American Legion Post 223 

7327 Slacks Road 
Sykesville, MD 
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In case of inclimate weather, 

please check w/any officers as 
to any meeting cancellation. 

******************** 
Carroll County Chapter  
ABATE Officers are: 

Director  
Michelle Holcomb 
hdwmn@hotmail.com 
443-398-1567 
Asst. Director 
Ricky Franklin 
443-255-7176 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Kim Chilcoat 
Chilcoatmkc@aol.com 
410-861-7829 
301-447-2528 Home 
Legislative Representative 
Brian Boats 
ultra_runningman@yahoo.com 
Chapter Membership 
Brian Walker 
ffbwmd@yahoo.com 
Events Director 
Mike Chilcoat 
Chilcoatmkc@aol.com 
410-861-7830 
301-447-2528 Home 

News Letter Editor 
Vacant  
Chapter Products 
Vacant 
Sergeants-at-arms 
Vacant 
Road Captain 
Ricky Franklin 
443-255-7176 
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Michelle Holcomb (aka One Shot)  
 

Well, they say the only constant is change.  So here we go.  Lots of big positive 
changes for our Chapter.  First of all, future possibility there will be no more 
mailed news letters.  I know.  Oh, My God!!  Don't freak out.  We need to move 
up to this century and keep flowing with the times guys.  If you don't have an 
email you can always check our chapter website.  This is now being kept up to 
date along with calendar, members, files, etc. You can also post messages 
there. It is important that we move onward and upward to bring ABATE to its 
greatest potential.  That being said, our officers have decided we need to also 
expand.  Carroll County is a big county.  Many members ride a long way down 
to Sykesville to come to a meeting (That tells me what is really important to 
them).  It has been decided to have an additional meeting for the Northern 
contingency.  We will be having a chapter meeting the first Monday of every 
month at Margarittaville Bar and Grill (The old Bachman Valley Inn, for oldies 
like me) in Manchester.  This meeting will also begin at 7:30 pm.  You will be 
welcome to attend the North or South meeting or both if you so wish.  We are 
here for the members and want to listen with open ears to what is important to 
them and what they would like to see from our chapter.  Please pass this 
information on to all motorcyclists you know so that we can have a good turnout 
for both meetings.   
 
There is now a schedule of 2009 ABATE state and chapter events posted on our 
website.  Please keep track of these events.  If you have any questions, you can 
always call Mike and Kim Chilcoat or myself.  As 2009 begins, please don't 
forget our first big event of the year.  The Sadie Hawkins dance is Feb. 28th at 
the Sykesville American Legion Post 223.  This year we have decided to put our 
chicken necks out on that ole chopping block.  Please don't let us meet our 
demise.  SNAKE BITE band has now been signed on to play at this dance.  For 
you youngins you may not remember them.  Let this old woman tell you all 
about them.  Snake Bite has been around the motorcycle community for well 
over 25 years. I have known Bob their lead singer for at least that. Their music is 
that good ole biker music/Southern Rock and Roll, blues, country and any and 
everything else. For those of you who came to Cumberland this year, they also 
rocked the fairgrounds. They are fantastic!  It is my privilege to announce their 
appearance.  I get a feeling we can make this dance a sell out.  It is up to you to 
get the word out to all members and motorcyclists.  Let’s rock the house!    
 
Now let’s get down to the serious stuff.  It is ABATE's time to shine.  Legislative 
season in Annapolis is in full swing.  This is what we do and what we do best. If 
you have never seen ABATE or government in action, pop on down to Annapolis 
on a Monday night and feel what it’s all about.  If you need more information 
contact myself or the state office.                                                                                                     
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Game plan for this year is to tackle the Helmet Modification Bill.  We must show up in force and make our 
presence known.  You don't have to say a word.  Just sit back and observe.  Our presence is awesome and 
respected in Annapolis.  We must keep it that way.  If you have an attitude, don't go.  Let someone who 
knows what to do in a professional manner tackle it.  Our other interest this year is Maryland's proposed toll 
increase which discriminates against motorcyclists.  Want to get pissed off and fired up?  The proposal will 
affect 3 axles or more.  It comes down to - if you were crossing the Bay Bridge with a sidecar (which by the 
definition of a motorcycle IS a motorcycle, not an accessory) you will be paying a toll of $9.00.  While a 
single axle dump truck with a GVW of 26,000 pounds can cross for a toll of $2.50.  Toll changes will affect 
all toll bridges, tunnels and roads.  WE CANNOT LET THIS HAPPEN!!!!!  Pass this on to every rider you 
know.  The riders of Maryland must step up and stop this proposal before it goes any further. 
  
Last, but not least, keep doing what you do best.  Keep riding, defending your rights and educating the 
public about motorcyclists in a positive light.  Ride safe and stay warm.  Spring is around the bend.   
Remember:  WHEN SAFETY BECOMES MORE IMPORTANT THAN FREEDOM; FREEDOM IS NO 
LONGER SAFE.  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Chapter officers would like to thank all the member s who come out each 
month for our monthly meeting at American Legion Po st 223 in Sykesville. To 
accommodate members who live on the other side of t he county, the officers 
have arranged to have another chapter meeting on th e first Monday of each 
month at Margarittaville, (old BVI) on Rte 30 in Ma nchester.  Our first meeting 
at this location will be on Monday - February 2 nd, 2009 at 7:30.  We hope to see 
members, new faces and old. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

 
Carroll Chapter does have an active Yahoo! Group si te. Great place to obtain information 
on current news and events. Post comments and pictu res. All you have to do is have a 

yahoo email address- it’s easy to set up if you don ’t have one.  
Go to groups, find Carroll County ABATE, and sign u p! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keeping in Touch  
 

If you want to find out more about an event, advertise an 
event, or submit an article, note or joke to the newsletter, 
contact Kim Chilcoat by email at chilcoatmkc@aol.com 

 

 
 

Check out the NEW ABATE website for more info 
at www.abateofmd.org, 

Or contact the state office, call 1.800.843.0252 
 

 

WE NEED ADVERTISERS!!!. 
If you or anyone you know would like to 

advertise in the newsletter – let me know.  
Advertise in Carroll Cruisin’ 

The Carroll County ABATE chapter newsletter 
has a distribution exceeding 300 households. 

Rates per issue: 
�  full page $30.00 �  half page $14.00 �  

�  quarter page $8.00 �  card size $6.00 �  
Purchase a year, get 2 months free! 

Contact Kim Chilcoat at: 
chilcoatmkc@aol.com  or call 410-861-7829 

 



Dedicated to Freedom of the Road                                                                                          Carroll Cruisin’     

 
 
 



Dedicated to Freedom of the Road                                                                                          Carroll Cruisin’     

ABATE of Maryland, Inc. 
Carroll County Chapter Minutes, January 2009 

 
I apologize for not taking notes during the January meeting. I tried my best to fill Shelly’s shoes - Shelly, 
you got some BIG feet to fill!!!!!! Shelly, Glad your feeling better. Don’t you EVER get sick again! 
Basically we reviewed information and discussion from December minutes. That was about it for the 
January chapter meeting. 
 
NEWS FROM ABATE STATE OFFICE MEETING: 
 
Mike and I filled in for Shelly at the STATE officers meeting on January 11th. There is a lot going on. In 
this newsletter, you will find a flyer about the ATV Task Force recommendations for new regulations and 
laws regarding ATV’s purchase and use regulations in Maryland. ABATE Mid Shore Director John Riggo 
was on this task force representing ABATE.   This is important stuff. Please read this flyer I have enclosed 
this month. The information on this flyer is summarized so for further detailed proposed information ask me 
to forward the entire report. ANYONE that rides a 4 wheeler will be affected. This task force is made up of 
a committee of persons, proposing regulations and requirements that have never even rode or owned a 4-
wheeler. Please pass this information along to friends, family and co-workers, anyone you know that rides or 
knows someone that rides a 4 wheeler.  
 
If anyone needs to contact the State ABATE office directly, Annie will be in the office during the hours of 
Mondays from 2-8, Wednesdays from 10-3 and Thursdays from 10-3. Please leave a message if you call 
outside of these times.  
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1978 Super Glide  (FXE, shovel head).  Excellent condition.  Lots of chrome.  Windshield, back 
rest and bags extras to go with bike.  Printed repair history up to date.  $10,000.  Negotiable.  Call 
Shelly Holcomb at home 410 552-0889 or cell 443 398-1567. 
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Need something to do on Thursday nights?? Check out  DJ Thumper at the Sunset Inn at 
1301 Main Street in Hampstead. 
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Mid-Atlantic Motorcycle Hearse Co., 
LLC. 

JOHN AYMOLD 443-974-0206 

TIM AYMOLD 410-596-6224 

6013 Crossway Ct. Sykesville, MD 21784 

info@midatlanticbikehearse.com  

  

 

 

 

 
We still have ABATE “Look for Motorcycles” 

signs available for sale - $10 each. 
 

The riding season will soon be here so keep 
displaying these awareness signs.  
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An All Terrain Vehicle Safety Task Force, in conjunction with the Maryland Institute for Emergency 
Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS), has already been formed and has submitted a final report 
with recommendations as required by Senate Bill 28 and House Bill 114, as well as by the 2008 
Joint Chairmen’s Report. A full report is available upon request. Basically what it comes down to is 
that: 
 
Effective July 1, 2010, a mandatory completion of an approved ATV safety training program for all 
new ATV operators regardless of age, before the purchase of any ATV. 
 
Titling and registering all ATV’s in the state. 
 
Mandatory protective equipment, restrictions on age limits, passengers, operations to include use 
& enforcement on privately owned land and property. 
 
Those who hunt - this will effect you riding your 4 wheeler down the woods to pick up your 
deer. 
Those who farm - this will effect you riding your 4 wheeler through your farm. 
This will affect your children  who like to ride their 4 wheelers around your own property. 
 

THIS CAN AND WILL HAPPEN IF WE DON’T JOIN FORCES TO  STOP IT 
 

Why is ABATE of Maryland, an organization dedicated to motorcycle rights interested? 
ABATE is dedicated to protecting all riders freedom of choice – on road or off. ABATE’s 
continued presence in the State House in Annapolis has proven to maintain motorcyclists 
rights and freedom of choice. 
ABATE NEEDS YOUR HELP IN SUCESSFULLY LOBBYING AGAIN ST THESE 
PROPOSALS. BECOME A MEMBER. CONTACT ABATE NOW. 
 
PLEASE GO TO WWW.ABATEOFMD.ORG  FOR MORE INFORMATION 
State Office:410.263.9185 or toll free in Md.: 1.800.843.0252 
 
You may also contact any Carroll County ABATE offic er: 
Michelle Holcomb at 443-398-1567 
Kim Chilcoat at 410-861-7829 or 301-447-2528 or 
Mike Chilcoat at 410-861-7830 or 301-447-2528 
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Motorcycle and Riding Events 2009  
Stay tuned for more to come  

February 2009  
 
Feb 6th – 8th Timonium Bike Show www.cycleshow.net 
The bike show website has $5.00 discount coupons off the purchase price you can print out. 
  
Feb 27th - March 8th Daytona Bike Week www.OfficialBikeWeek.com 
 
February 28th – Carroll Cty Chapter, ABATE of Maryland Sadie Hawkins Dance.   
 
March 2009  
March 28th / 29th Gettysburg Bike Show and Expo www.gettysburgbikeshow.com 
 
April 2009  
April 26th – Carroll Cty Chapter, ABATE of MD Blessing of the Bikes at Big Pipe Creek Taneytown 
www.abateofmd.com. 
 
May 2009 
Bikers Inside The Beltway. In May 2009 the Motorcycle Riders Foundation will be holding an event named Bikers 
Inside the Beltway. The MRF is asking bikers from around the country to show up at the Capitol Complex for a rally to 
ask Congress to preserve funding for Motorcycle awareness and education programs through the 2010 grants. More 
info to follow. 
 
May 3rd ABATE of Maryland State Spring Bike Show at Big Pipe Creek Taneytown  www.abateofmd.com 
 
May 8th – 17th YES, Myrtle Beach Bike Week www.myrtlebeachbikeweek.com or www.myrtlebeachharley.com or 
www.mbbikeweeks.com  www.ibiker.org  
  
May 30th – June 1st Dick Gelman’s Ride Across Maryland www.rideacrossmaryland.org 
 
May 31st - Rolling Thunder, Washington DC. 
 
June 2009  
June 6th - Dove Ride - Benefits Dove House/Carroll Hospice. Friend of ABATE Carroll County Chapter Sponsors 
 
June 12th – 14th ABATE of Maryland State Party Mountains, Music and Motorcycles. www.abateofmd.org 
 
June 25th-28th Thunder in the Valley, Johnstown PA.  http://www.visitjohnstownpa.com/thunderinthevalley 
 
July 2009  
July 9th – 11th Gettysburg Bike Week www.gettysburgbikeweek.com 
 
July 26th – Carroll County Chapter ABATE of Maryland Springfield Hospital Christmas in July. 
 
 
August 2009  
August 2nd – ABATE of Maryland State Rodeo at Big Pipe Creek Taneytown. www.abateofmd.com 
 
August 5th – 9th East Coast Sturgis www.eastcoaststurgis.com 
 
September 2009  
 
October 2009  
October 15th – 18th Daytona Biketoberfest www.OfficialBikeWeek.com 
 
November 2009  
 
December 2009   
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For more information contact Mike at 410-861-7830, email at chilcoatmkc@aol.com  
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AIM/NCOM MOTORCYCLE E-NEWS SERVICE: NCOM NEWS BYTES JAN 09  
MYRTLE BEACH SAYS NO TO BIKERS  

 
Myrtle Beach has launched a website and printed brochures advising visitors that from the city's perspective, the May 
motorcycle rallies are over. 
 
The Website bears a message from Mayor John Rhodes stating that the "Harley-Davidson Dealers Association Spring Rally 
and the Atlantic Beach Memorial Day Bikefest will not be held in Myrtle Beach", and lists 15 new laws the City Council 
has passed to discourage bikers from coming to town. Designed by the Myrtle Beach Chamber of Commerce, the top of the 
site proclaims; "effective 2009, Myrtle Beach, SC will no longer host motorcycle rallies." 
 
To deter bikers, the city implemented stricter noise and muffler rules, will be enforcing a municipal helmet law, require eye 
protection while riding and a variety of restrictions on vendors, parties and motorcycle parking. The city passed a property 
tax increase to fund the anti-rally campaign. 
 
But the Myrtle Beach Bike Week website counters this, saying that the rallies have not been cancelled. The Myrtle Beach 
Harley-Davidson website is still encouraging motorcyclists to come. It states that 90% of the events and most of the 
businesses that cater to the 500,000 bikers who come to the region during three weeks in May are in Horry County, which 
has not adopted any new ordinances and welcomes riders to the 69th annual event, scheduled for May 8th - 17th 2009, if the 
rally goes on. 
 

MAKING NOISE ABOUT NOISE  
 
Numerous communities around the country are attempting to regulate noise, and specifically loud motorcycle exhausts.  
Although enforceability is questionable, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania is planning a controversial new ordinance to curtail 
incessant noise. 
 
Town officials haven't fully explained why the ordinance is necessary, other than to acknowledge that neighboring 
municipalities have similar regulations, but the borough does not. "We ought to be regulating our noise pollution," said one 
Councilman. "How do you pull over 50 motorcycles when one is being loud?" said police chief Joe Dougherty. "It's 
violating someone's constitutional rights." 
 
When asked if the department owns noise equipment, Dougherty quipped: "I'm sure we do, but I don't know where it's at. If 
I looked for it, I could find it, but we only have one person trained to use the equipment." 
 
The ordinance is currently being reviewed for legal sufficiency, including enforceability. 
 
Meanwhile, a bill recently introduced in New Hampshire would prohibit motorcycle exhaust modifications, reduce 
permissible motorcycle noise levels, increase fines for motorcycle noise violations, and requires all motorcycles to have 
functioning tachometers. 
 
House Bill 95 authorizes fines of up to $500 for operating a motorcycle that has aftermarket mufflers installed, or does not 
have a working tach. 
 
A similar law was enacted in Denver that requires motorcycle mufflers to have a factory-issued U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency sound-test stamp. But some who have protested the ordinance since it took effect in July 2007 have gone 
as far as to take the issue to court, arguing that the ordinance is vague and unenforceable. 
 
One "victim" of the ordinance is Jeffrey Lubbert, who was pulled over on his motorcycle in August 2007 when an officer 
testified that he heard exhaust pipes that were "louder based on my training and experience," according to court documents. 
 
Lubbert fought the citation that he was issued, making it the "test case" for the ordinance, according to his lawyer, Colorado 
Aid to Injured Motorcyclists (A.I.M.) Attorney Wade H. Eldridge. 
 
Factory-issued pipes come with the EPA stamp and meet the 82-decibel standard. But aftermarket mufflers may not come 
with the stamp, while still meeting the 82-decibel standard, argues Eldridge. It is nearly impossible to have the pipes 
certified and officers do not carry decibel readers. 
 
"It's unreasonable to stop someone and say your pipes are louder than normal when you don't know what normal is," argues 
Eldridge, who specializes in defending bikers. "That just doesn't cut it." 
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ABATE OF MARYLAND, INC 
 Carroll County Chapter 
c/o 11604 Simmons Road 
Taneytown, MD 21787 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
Please keep your membership current. 
Check the date printed on your label. 
This may be the last newsletter you receive. 
 
Printed: January, 2009           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ABATE does not discriminate against the type of bike you ride. 
Motorcycle legislation affects us all. 

 
ABATE of Maryland, Inc. 

P.O. Box 1733, Annapolis, Maryland 21404 
Application for Membership 

 
Instructions: Fill out the form and mail it to ABATE of Maryland, Inc. 

__ New __ Renewal ____ Years as Member __ Change of Address 
New members receive a patch, membership card and 6 issues of the newsletter. Renewing members receive a year pin, membership 
card and 6 issues of the newsletter. 
 
Membership Type: (Check one) 

__ Annual $25 __ Couple $45 __ Lifetime $250 __ Sustaining $100 
Membership Information 

Name: 

Address: 

City: County: Chapter: 

State: Zip: Birth date: 

Email Address: 

Phone: Registered Voter (Y/N): Election District: 

Occupation (or skills that may assist ABATE): 

I agree to comply with ABATE rules for sanctioned motorcycle activities. I understand that all benefits become 
effective upon receipt of my membership card. 

Applicant Signature: Date: 
 

 


