Statc Hcadquarters DEDICATED TO FREEDOM OF THE ROAD Telephone:
8 West Street 1-800-843-0252
Annapolis, MD 21401 Toll Free in Maryland
Mailing Address ' 1-41 8-263;—3 t1 8t5
P.0.Boz 1733 —4[faf¢ u}( ”Mcnjlarzc{ Dhe. e

Annapolis, MD 21404

& AB ATE of Maryland, Inc.

Presents

Spring Bike Show
1993

Coming to the Anne Arundel Fairgrounds
Sunday, April 18, 1993

Admission: $5 for ABATE Members, $7 for Nonmembers
Bike Entries: $10

Live
Food, Beer, Snacks, and Beverages Available Music by

Cotton Mouth

Setup Begins at 8 am, Gates Open at 10 am

Directions: From Washington: Rt. 50 E. to Rt. 450 Crownsville Exit,
Rt. at Light, Continue to Fairgounds on Right
From Baltimore: Rt. 3 to 197, to Crownsville, Right

at Light, Follow to Fairgrounds on Right Matweyee Shaw

For More Information Call Toll-Free in s,,,f:"c';,m'l 1,3 :'o";',m{m}
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Executive Board

Sally Bruce
(301) 845-8868

State Director

Assistant Chuck Blankenship
Director (410) 658-6675
Treasurer Paul Jackson
(301) 779-3235
Legislative Lynn Oldenburg
Advisor (301) 942-7239
Products/ Dave Sherman
Membership (301) 460-7141
Comespondence  Glorya Cowley
Secretary (410) 758-0523

Newsletter Editor John Oscanyan

(301) 540-2911

Assistant Editor Mary Ann Sheppard
(301) 540-2911
The next state staff

meeting will be held on
March 28, 1993, at 12
noon. Every chapter
should have a
representative attend!

From the Editor

Helloooo...

Hi all! Just me, your friendly
neighborhood newsletter editor.
Thought I'd check to see if anybody
was out there. When I first took on this
job, I said I'd make space available for
you guys to write to me about whatever
was on your mind. Unfortunately,
nobody has taken me up on this. (Not
exactly true: I received one letter
clarifying an article I'd put in.) What'’s
up? I figured by now I'd have pissed
somebody off, made them think, or
made them happy. It works like this.
I've never done this sort of thing
before. I figured I'd had a free ride
long enough so I thought I'd chip in
and do my part. Fortunately for me my
girlfriend happens to be interested
enough to help out, or this thing would
pever get off the ground. Trust me.
The saying "Behind every great man
there’s a great woman" is seriously true
in this case. Anyway, believe it or
don’t, I haven’t really got a clue. The
only feedback I get is at my county
meetings and the state meeting. Let me
drop you guys a hint. The people I
meet at the meetings are not the people
I need to talk to as far as the newsletter
goes. Not to bring anybody down,
these people are already involved up to

CORRECTION

It has been brought to my
attention that the cover art for
the January/February 1993
newsletter was drawn by
Stephanie Kessinger. Sorry
Stephanie! Just goes to show
you can’t believe everything you
read! - Ed.
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This newsletter is an official publication of
ABATE of Maryland, Inc. ABATE of
Maryland, Inc., accepts no responsibility
Jor the comments or opinions contained
within this publication.

their ears. What I need is feedback
from the “silent majority." I thought
you guys were a bunch of loud, rowdy
bikers! Get active! Pick up a pencil
and drop me a line. My address is in
every issue, and I'd love to have all the
bills I get in the mail thinned out by a
few letters. If you have had an event,
don’t send me a little note about it.
Assign someone the job of writing a
piece on the thing. Give the details.
Who showed up? Who did what?
Who won what? Let’s face it. I can get
the when, where, and why by reading
the "Events" page of the last
newsletter. Interest me. Get me
excited. Make me ask my chapter
director why my chapter isn’t doing
this stuff! I'll tell you what. You write
me a letter, I'll come to your county
meeting, and write up a little piece
about the gig for the next newsletter.
Sound like a deal? (If you guys don’t
like this idea, I could arrange NOT to
come to your county meeting and write
something about you!) What do you
say? You guys let me know.

Ride as free as you can, and F**K
Shaefer!!!

John Oscanyan

' ABATE of Maryland Members:

Classified ads are free to you with
your active ABATE of Maryland
membership. If you have
something you want to buy, sell,
trade, find, etc., this is for you.
To get your classified in the next
newsletter, send a written
request with the information you
want on the ad, along with your
name, address, and membership
expiration date (we will check) to
the editor. The deadline for the
May/June 1993 newsletter is
April 1, 1993,
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Welcome Spring and a New Riding
Season!

It’s time to get on the road again if you
haven’t been winter riding. Dust off
the bike, put a fresh coat of wax on.
Tune it up, change the oil and all that
good stuff that the machines need.
Spring is almost here and you know
what that means. It’s time for the
annual ABATE Spring Bike Show.

We are planning a good one this year.
It’s going to be at the Anne Arundel
County Fairgrounds (same as past
years - same place as the protest run)
so plan to attend. Flyers are out, come
out and support ABATE.

At the Bike Show be sure to check out
the new Harley that we are raffling off.
Tickets are available through your
chapter directors and wherever the bike
will be shown. The drawing will be
held at the State Party - the winner
need not be present to win. ABATE
needs this to be successful so spread
the news and help sell those raffle
tickets.

‘We have lots of events planned through
the local chapters as well. Included in
this issue of the newsletteris a

tentative schedule of events for this
year. If you want more, ask your
chapter staff or call the 800 number.
All of us need to be active.

Plans are coming together for the State
Party as well. The Cumberland
Fairgrounds is welcoming us back
again. We're hoping for some top
name entertainment to headline the
evening concert. We're planning
motorcycle races on the track during
the aftenoon. All of this is still
tentative, but flyers will be circulating
by the time this newsletter reaches you,
so more info will be ready by the time
you read this.

We need you to tell your friends about
these and the other events planned.
Let’s spread the word and generate
some enthusiasm and let the good

From the Director’s Desk

times roll at the ABATE sponsored
events.

Now let’s switch gears and get down to
business. It’s not too late to get
involved in the legislative process this
year. Monday night lobbying
continues until April 5, so come on
down to Annapolis. Meet at your
ABATE office at 8 West Street
between 6 and 7 pm, and we’ll be there
to point you in the direction of your
delegates or senators. You need to do
this ASAP.

By the time you read this, Represen-
tative Olympia Snowe (R-Maine) will
have introduced in Congress a bill that
will repeal the blackmail section of the
ISTEA (Intermodal Surface
Transportation Efficiency Act - just say
Ice Tea). You have to write or call
your Congressional Representatives
right now and ask them to co-sponsor
and support this legislation. All of you
on the Eastern Shore and those of you
in Anne Arundel and parts of Southern
Maryland who are represented by
Wayne Gilcrest have to get him to
agree to support this bill because he
sits on the committee (Public Works
and Transportation) that will hear this
bill. If you don’t know the phone
numbers to the U.S. Congress - look in
your phone book, in the Blue Pages in
the middle under U.S. Government.
The Congress is listed in this section.
Also, your individual representatives
are probably listed in the Business
Section of the White Pages. Call or
write your representative your
representative today! If we can get this
bill passed on the federal level - all
states with a mandatory helmet law for
adults, including Maryland, will have a
better chance at repealing these helmet
laws. Our freedom depends on you.

So let’s get the work done and then
let’s have fun!

See you soon,

Sally Bruce

AMA Government Relations News

AMA Honors Michigan Safety

Patrol Chief
December 2, 1992

Michigan motorcycling activist Larry
Lindenberg has been awarded a letter
of commendation by the American
Motorcyclist Association (AMA) for
his work in organizing and directing
that state’s unique Off-Road Vehicle
Safety Patrol.

The Patrol works with the U.S. Forest
Service and law enforcement
authorities in the Mio Ranger District
of the Huron/Manistee National Forest
to assure that trails are used
responsibly. It assists in the speedy
rescue and treatment of injured riders,
helps encourage good relations with
communities in the region, educates
trail users on local regulations, and
helps federal agencies design trails that
won't disturb
environmentally-sensitive areas.

"Larry Lindenberg is a driving force
behind a program that’s been praised
by the Forest Service, law enforcement
officials and local communities," said
AMA Legislative Affairs Specialist
Eric Lundquist. "His efforts, and those
of other off-road riding leaders, have
shown that responsible trail riders can
work with land managers for the
benefit of everyone."

Monday Night Lobbying

Come to the ABATE office Monday
nights beginning at 6:00 p.m. The
staff will be there giving legislative

briefings and will assist you in
meeting with your legislators. "The
oftice is located at 8 West Street in
Annapolis. Call (800) 843-0252 or
(410) 263-9185 for directions or
information.

Page Three
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House Committee On Public Works and Transportation
New Leadership -- 30 New Members

By: Wayne Curtis, Motorcycle Riders Foundation

(Reprinted from MRF Reports, January/F ebruary 1993)

The tumover of 110 members in the
U.S. House of Representatives has
created many changes in house
committee assignments and leadership.
The House Committee on Public
Works and Transportation
(PW&T) is the committee that
most bills affecting street
motorcyclists -- including our
attempts to repeal the federal
helmet law mandate -- are
assigned. PW&T and its Surface
Transportation Subcommittee (ST)
will have changes in all four of the
key leadership positions. In
addition, PW&T will have 30 new
members on a committee that now
has 63 members -- 39 Democrats
and 24 Republicans.

Rep. Norman Mineta (D-CA) has
been elected as the new chairman
of PW&T, succeeding retiring
Chairman Robert Roe (D-NJ). On
the Republican side, Rep. Bud
Shuster (R-PA) will assume the
role of PW&T ranking minority
member, replacing John Paul
Hammerschmidt (R-AR), who also
retired at the end of the 102nd
Congress. Since Mineta and
Shuster were, respectively, the
chairman and ranking minority
members of the ST, those two
leadership positions are now open.
Rep. Nick Joe Rahall (D-WV) is
the heir apparent for chairmanship
of the ST. Who is going to be the
new ranking minority member is
not as clear. The three leading

candidates are Congressmen William
Clinger (R-PA), Thomas Petri (R-WI),
and Sherwood Boehlert (R-NY). The
final decisions on the chairmanship and

ranking minority member of the ST
will be made by early January.

Twenty-four members who served on
» PW&T in the 102nd Congress will

: not be on the committee in the

: 103rd Congress. Ten members —
. seven Democrats and three
Republicans -- either retired or
were defeated in their re-election
: bids. The other 14 members

. leaving PW&T are doing so

: because they received other

i exclusive or major committee

. assignments that require them to

. give up their slots on PW&T (iie.,
Appropriations, Energy and

Commerce, Foreign Affairs, and

advantage in our efforts to repeal

- the federally mandated helmet law
. provisions enacted by ISTEA in

. 1991. With 29 of the 30 new

committee did not have any

involvement in passage of the
national helmet law. This group of

should be more open to the
concems of motorcyclists from

that left the committee.

Thanks to the Maryland Motorcycle Dealers Association

for your contribution of $100 to ABATE of Maryland.
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Above and Beyond

By Lynn Oldenburg, Legislative Representative

That is what it takes to make a change,

the willingness to go "above and
beyond."

We’re proud to say Marylanders are
willing to accept the challenges we
face in our continual pursuit of life,

liberty, and happiness.

Many of our members from around the
state have gone to great lengths to help
save our motorcycle safety program
(not to mention driving those many
miles again and again) by attending the
Monday night legislative session in
Annapolis, showing the folks with
CARE 4 MD (Coalition Advocating
Rider Education for Maryland) the
ropes of grassroots lobbying, calling
and writing their Senators and
Delegates, as well as doing the
one-on-one, face-to-face meetings with
same. Quite a sight, those Monday
nights at 8 West Street. Thanks every
one of you!

Our quest for the restoration of adult
freedom of choice will not end with the
Maryland legislature. We must
concentrate our efforts on the repeal of
the federal blackmail portion of the
national highway bill. Really look at
what our federal representatives are
doing in Washington, D.C.

Because January saw the inauguration
of a new administration and the
installation of a great many new faces
in Congress, we have a fantastic
opportunity, as bikers nationwide, to
make our strength known to these
folks. We can spread our wings and
soar, above and beyond, and show our
strength, unity, and love for freedom.

The first wave of freedom fighters into
D.C. this year included Brian Stovall of
Oregon and Boots and "Doc" from
Florida trekking in to petition their
elected officials to sign ona
co-sponsors of the bills repealing the
penalty portion of the ISTEA bill
(Intermodal Surface Transportation
Efficiency Act). Through their
concerted efforts, and with the
assistance of Wayne Curtin, vice
president of the MRF and lobbyist,
many of those Congressmen and
Congresswomen have signed on as
sponsors, bringing the number to 28 on
February 2, 1993. We peed Maryland
Representatives to sign on also!

On February 3, 1993, Olympia Snowe
of Maine introduced her bill repealing
the penalties (previously HR 4207)
section of ISTEA. A busload of United
Bikers of Maine made the two-day trip
just to be present at this news
conference and show the depth of the
support for Representative Snowe’s
bill. Maine-iacs are like that -
dedicated and stubborn as all get-out. I
know because I am one! (Background
information on ISTEA is available in
the MRF Reports which is mailed to
members. If you are not a member of
the MREF, join so you can keep up with
legislative happenings in motorcycling
nationwide and in Congress through
Wayne’s well-written updates.)

To arm themselves with all the tools
available, 14 ABATE of Maryland
warriors took part in the 2 Wheel
Convention in New Jersey on January
15 and 16, 1993. Thanks to you for
taking another step above and beyond
in the struggle to ensure
motorcycling’s future. You have

shown the initiative that will see
Maryland free again! If you have not
yet had the opportunity to attend a
Meeting of the Minds, seriously
consider a trip to Denver this fall for
the 1993 conference. It will truly
reward you for your efforts to be there.

Hopefully, some folks will have
attended the Pennsylvania Legislative
Seminar February 12 and 14 to prime
the ol’ pump. Information acquired at
such meetings is invaluable, and good
times are always had by those in
attendance!

Trooper Rick Barilone of the Maryland
State Police Motorcycle Division was
presented a certificate of appreciation
at the state meeting held in Annapolis
on January 24th. Trooper Barilone was
extremely persistent and ultimately
successful in getting signs posted along
the beltways warning motorcyclists of
the open joints at bridges. Several
accidents had occurred because of this
problem and Barilone is still resolved
to have the open joints filled. Thank
you for making the roadways a bit
safer. Bvery little bit counts!

We’ve got to continue building support
among all motorcyclists in our efforts
to promote responsible motorcycle
legislation. Talk with neighbors,
family, and friends to increase
awareness of bikers as responsible,
contributing members of society. Do
your part, do not expect "someone” to
do it for you. We are all someone. Get
a friend to come to ABATE meetings
with you and sign 'em up. Thanks for
making ABATE a recognized and
respected grass-roots stronghold!
Thanks for going above and beyond!
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The 2 Wheel Convention 1993

By: Joyce Henderson, Anne Arundel County Chapter

The best $30 I've spent in a long time
was the registration fee for the 2 Wheel
Convention 1993, sponsored by Jersey
ABATE. It was really great to spend a
weekend with people who care so
much about protecting our right to ride.
I left there feeling really inspired. Now
I'm no writer, but it seemed like to
good idea to try to share some of the
information, ideas, and inspiration with
those who were unable to attend.

Mike Farrabaugh (Balls), who has been
a significant part of the motorcycle
rights movement from the very start,
some 20 years, opened things up by
talking about the need for a WE/US
versus I/ME attitude. Balls was a
powerful speaker, and he touched on a
lot of things that seem relevant for any
group trying to change things - lucky
he’s on our side. He stressed the need
to develop the WE concept in order to
carry us through the change/growth
process, and cautioned that it takes
effort and time. He urged us to share
the effort in a variety of ways: use
different members’ individual talents;
develop membership hooks (benefits);

make the meetings work for the
members by bringing in speakers to
educate in areas we all need to think
about (like wills, insurance, and
health); and help each other out.

He noted three things that can destroy
an organization: ego, bad information,
and money. I thought of one more
evil: apathy. But there are some
things we can do; share ideas, share the
work, take the time to understand and
communicate, and remember that when
it comes to money it’s all ABATE, and
the bottom line is this organization is
here solely for the purpose of doing
what each of us cannot do alone.

Balls also suggested we use our phone
trees differently. In addition to
spreading the word on critical issues,
we can encourage support, discuss the
issues, and help those who feel
uninvolved to become more a part of
the effort.

Later in the day, Balls presented his
‘Wheel Theory, which showed the
critical "hub and spokes” of the

ABATE organization. Apparently,
Balls was instrumental in helping
ABATE of Indiana grow from an
organization of 3,000 to a strong
15,000 members with 11 full-time staff
and a $2+ million budget. He stressed
again the sharing of work, education of
members, and importance of good
communication. He also pointed out
that a strictly volunteer organization is
at a disadvantage. The management
required to make things work well and
run smoothly is a critical job, it should
be full-time and it should be paid. I
know the little bit I've tried to
contribute has been difficult
sometimes, and my schedule has felt
impossible recently. I really got a
sense of appreciation for all our state
officers do. The Wheel Theory and all
the good ideas that go along with it
should be detailed in another article. I
just have to say that I walked away
from that session feeling like there’s
lots to be done, but it all seems very
possible.

(Continued on Page Seven)

LAW OFFICES OF
Jay Irwin Block

Personal Injury No Recovery
Workers Comp. No Fee

Full Range of Legal Services

Baltimore County Office

1-800-531-2424

Eve. & Weekend ABATE of MD
By Appointment AMA
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Advertising Rates are as Follows

(Per Issue):
Full Page $125
Half Page $75
One-Quarter Page $50
Card Size $25

SPECIAL OFFER: Advertise for one
year (six issues) -- only pay for five
issues.

All art must be camera-ready. If you
wish, we can perpare camera-ready art
for an additional $50 fee.

Call John Oscanyan, Newsletter Editor,
at (301) 540-2911.







